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PRILIMINARY DATA COLLECTION ON STREETCHILDREN

Introduction:
The twenty one (21) years civil war between the southern and northern parts of the country brought severe devastation on the families of Southern Sudan if not the whole country.  However, in 2005 a landmark deal was signed known as the Comprehensive Peace Agreement, (CPA) between the Government of the Sudan and Sudan People Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A). This put the country to have unprecedented style of Government which spelled out one country two systems approach. This however, led to the formation of government of Southern Sudan (GoSS). As a result, the Government of Southern Sudan established its own government. 
Southern Sudan and the majority of its citizens have been severely affected by the armed conflict and it has left much of the country with very limited infrastructure. There are too many things lacking such as basic health care, education and social welfare services.  Families with children are especially vulnerable to the effects of displacement, poverty, limited access to education and health facilities. There are also lack of housing, sanitation, lack of psychological, welfare structures and services.

Children of Southern Sudan are the most vulnerable group; their families are facing hardship and extreme poverty. The economic hardship is resorting to extreme measures which provide their family to either expecting children to work in order to pay for their school fees, or becoming bread winners for the whole family. Primary education is free and compulsory in Southern Sudan; however, there is severe shortage of schools and food for ordinary family to feed.  Many orphans face the prospect of living in extended family units where they are often treated less favorably than the birth children. These children might end up undertaking household chores from the time they wake up in the morning until they go to sleep or to beg or work within the markets.  In addition many street children report that the reason they left the family unit is down to abusive or violent adult behavior a lack of care and nurture.

Accurate number or data of street children is not currently available; therefore, the Ministry took initiative to conduct sample size of street children in Juba town to determine the scope of the problem. The actual numbers or gender or ages of the children living in Southern Sudan without an adult family caregiver are not known precisely. However, these children living on streets depend on their own resources such as clothing, food, education, shelter and nurture for themselves.  
Several studies have been conducted in various states within Southern Sudan over the preceding years on the situation of the children living on the streets or in markets. However, no actual data have been gathered on the numbers, the ages, ethnicity, and root causes for the children being in the markets and what could be done to prevent the children leaving their families. Therefore, there is need to find what can be done to protect the children from exploitation, abuse and provide alternative forms of care.
PURPOSE:
The primary purpose of conducting the preliminary data on street children was to understand the magnitude of the problem in Juba town. The Ministry should be cognizant of children who are on street, but the scope of the problem is not known. The issue of street children is a collective responsibility of the Ministry of Gender, Social Welfare and Religious Affairs (GoSS), State Ministries of Social Development and Counties to define the problem. This would lead concerned bodies to come up with concrete solution before this problem becomes a phenomenon. Below are some points which led the directorate of Planning, Research and Documentation and the Directorate of Child Welfare to conduct the Preliminary survey are to:
A. To direct the concerned bodies towards supporting all efforts to keep children within, or return them to, their family of origin where this is not possible or in the best interests of the child.

B. To identify and provide the most suitable forms of alternative child care, under conditions that promote the child’s full and harmonious development, as part of an integrated national child protection.
C. Designed to assist and encourage the Ministry of Gender, Social Welfare and Religious Affairs (GOSS) and State Ministries of Social Development to assume their responsibilities and obligations in these respects;
D. Equally designed to be made known to all concerned with child care, in both the public and private sectors, including civil society, and at all levels, and to be taken fully into account by them in their policies, decisions and activities.
DEFINITION OF PROBLEM:

The definition of street children is breaking into three (3) parts according to Ministry’s draft Policy on Children without Caregivers (2007). The definition of street children is refers as:
Street Child1 – child that lives on the streets and has no family home to live in;

Street Child2 – child that has a family and a family home to live in, but has chosen to live on the streets through family abuse, neglect or exploitation or disagreement with his/her family;

Street Child3 – child that lives with his or her family on the streets as family has no formal housing;

These children can end up developing anti-social personality and tendency of aggressive behavior which become means of survival mechanism for them.
Methodology: 
The form of methodology used to conduct the preliminary data on street children was designed questionnaires. The questionnaires were restricted to only twenty five (25) due to financial constraint and lack of transportation to those who were collecting the data. For that reason significant information which may assist the concerned authorities to find solution to this problem may have been excluded.
PRILIMINARY DATA COLLECTION ON STREETCHILDREN

Date of interview____, ____, ________.

Researcher’s name.__________________

Q1. Sex of the respondent.       (a) Male (b) Female

Q2. How old are you? _____________-

Q3. Is your father alive?         (a) Yes (b) no (c) I don’t know.

Q4. Is your mother alive?       (a) Yes (b) no (c) I don’t know

Q5. Is your father and mother married?  ______________________________________ 

Q6. Are they divorced?  __________________________________________________

Q7. Where are your parents? _______________________________________________

Q8. Which state are you? State, County, Payam.

_______________. ___________________. ____________________________________

Q9. How did you come here? ______________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Q10. How long have you lived on the street? __________________________________

Q11. With who do you lived before you moved out? _____________________________

Q12. How come you live on street?   __________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Q13 Where did you grow up? _______________________________________________

Q14. How long ago did you moved from your home?  ____________________________

Q15. Are you in school?  __________________________________________________

Q16. Have you ever been to school?  _________________________________________

Q17. Why are you not going to school? _______________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Q18. When did you stop going to school? ______________________________________

Q19. What level did you stop school? ______________________________________

Q20. How long have you lived on the street? ___________________________________

Q21.  How do you get food to eat? __________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Q22. Who provide you with clothes?  _______________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Q23 .How do you get access to medication? ___________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Q24. Does your relative come and ask you to go back home? ____________________

         If yes why did you refuse? ___________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Q25. If someone wants to take you home, would you be willing to go? Yes or no_______ If no, why?  _________________________________________________________

FINDING:
The preliminary survey on street children was carried out from five major places in Juba County. The survey conducted at (Konyo-konyo) market, (Suk Jebel) Market, Old Custom market, Hai, Malakal (Deiwan al zakat Center, and Mundari Camp. The survey targeted sample size of fifty (50) street Children only due to financial constraint. 

Based on the respond by the subjects, it is found that 94% of the street children were Male and 6% were female. Among these group 44% of the (22 respondents) of this sample were orphans with no parents. Moreover, 32% of the (16 respondents) were having both parents, while 14% of the (7 respondents) were found to have mothers only, and 10% of (5 respondent) were found to have only fathers.

It is also found that 60% of the (30 respondents) that their parents are married, meanwhile 20% of the (10 respondents) revealed that their parents were divorced. About twenty 20% of the respondent indicated that they do not know if their parents were married or not.   The finding revealed that 74% of these street children are from Central Equateria State, mainly from Terkeka County. The result also indicated that 16% of the street children in Juba came from Eastern Equateria State, Kopoeta County. While 6% of the street children came from Western Equateria state, moreover, 2% of street children found to come from Jongelei, and Lakes States. See figures 1 and 2 detailed range of ages the percentage of boys and girls plus the geographical locations and place of origin.
Table: Figure 1          

Summary of the findings Sample of 50 respondents

Table of Matrix
	Sex 
	Number 
	Percentage 
	

	Male 
	47 
	94%
	

	Female 
	3
	6%
	


Range of Age: 

	Ages 
	4
	6
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	Total 

	Numbers 
	1
	1
	3
	2
	5
	7
	10
	7
	8
	4
	2
	50


Geographical Area:

	Location
	Central Equatorial ( Juba County)

	Areas of Survey
(Markets).
	(a) Konyo-konyo market  (b) Suk-jebel market (c) Old Custom   

Market  (d) Hai-Malakal ( Deiwan al zakat center) (e) Mundari camp


Places of Origin:

	States
	WES
	EES
	CES
	Jonglei
	W. Darfur
	Lakes

	Counties
	Yambio
	Kapoeta 
	Juba 
	Tere

keke 
	Yei 
	Lainya 
	Kajo-keji
	Bor
	Darfur
	Rumbek

	Number 
	2
	8
	6
	25
	2
	2
	2
	1
	1
	1


Figure: 2
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                                                                 States/Counties of the Street Children 
EDUCATION:

According to the analysis of the finding 58% of the (29 respondents) of those children have been in school before, but due to socio-economical problems these children dropped out from school. Furthermore, 42% of the (21 respondents) have never been to school before.  

Almost all the street children are no more in schools, once they moved out of their homes they did not joint the school again and all of them ended up in the basic level. 

Many of the street children found in konyo-konyo market go to the dumping site in the cemetery to get their daily meals; their food is the remaining food from the restaurants. Their age ranged from eight (8) years old to twenty (20) years old. Some older’s street children were found to have moved to Yei road behind the Jebel Kujur.
FOOD:
Those who are in the market, begged for left over food to eat, however, sometimes these children may be lucky to get some food, and sometimes may not have that chance at all. 
One of the street children who is a bit older said that “we either collect the empty crystal plastic bottles, sell them out or we collect the rubbish in the market and put them in the cars that carry them to the dumping sites of Jebel Kujur.” The children have no where to turn, but to do everything they possibly can to survive and look after themselves.
SHELTER AND COLTHES:
These children at night sleep outside in the veranda of the shops in the markets, and some spend their night at the garages. The street children at Hai Malakal spend their nights at Deiwan al zaka premises. Deiwan al zaka was an old Islamic Organization which existed during the war time, but now it no longer operates as such. Mr. Ramadan who’s voluntarily looking after the welfare of these children is temporary using the premises for the shelter of the vulnerable children. Worst of all, the owner of the house wants to have his house and will kick these children on street. Most of these street children get their clothes at the cemetery (that are clothes, thrown out by the relatives of those who passed away or dead once.)
ACCESSISSIBILITY TO HEALTH CARE:

The street children who are staying at Deiwan al Zaka got their treatment from Ramadan who is working as Good Samaritan. According to the interview Mr. Ramadan said that “most of the drugs they have are given to them from the Ministry of Health Government of Southern Sudan (GoSS).”  Unfortunately other street children who are living at Konyo-konyo, Jebel Market, and Old Custom Market do not have any access to medicine or health care provided for by any institution.  One of the street children stated that “in cased one of us felt sick, the rest of the team would go collected the empty water bottle and sell them, sometime for two pound to buy panadols for the sick one.” 
Most of the street children illustrated that they have never been asked by their relatives go back home. However, those who were asked to go back home refused to go for fear that they may be mistreated again. According to their testimonies they are feeling free on the streets rather than homes.

But they said if the government can open for them a place to accommodate them together they are willing to go there.

Comments by the street children:
One of the street children whose age is 15 years old said he left home because of slavery. He father died when he was in the womb and has mother married another man who treats him just inhumanly for my father’s death. When other two street children were asked about their fathers they started crying. They revealed that their mother died so many years ago, but when their father died, according to them, they were taken by their paternal uncle who treats them like not being uncle and so they decided to move out of the house.

One of the three girls stated that it is hard to get something to eat, “the only thing I can do is to offer myself to any man who can give me little money to get food.” During the interview the girl appeared to be drunk. The majority of the street children if not all, are either drinking alcohol or smelling rubber gum (serision) and smoking cigarettes (Addicted). This is an indication that these children lives are at grater risks and their future is at jeopardy. Another boy stated that his parents are not accepting his complains about his schooling. A statement by one of the street child “I was chased out of the school just because I did not have black boots and my parents did not want to buy for me so at last I left homes, but if they give me all my school needs I will go back home.”  This means that every day this kid goes to school without wearing black boots is always punished and felt embarrassed. However, the parents were not willing to listen to him when he attempted to explain why he able to come home early daily. It appeared that a social worker should be assigned to look into the situation why the parents are not able to buy the black boots as required by the school
Conclusions:
During the interview, many of these street children were complaining that different organizations have conducted research on their situation, but nothing has happened. They believed that people just collecting the information for their own benefits by which they earned a lot of money on their behalf. These children have requested if the government can just give them a house to sleep then after that they can think of going to schools or training centers.

Children who came from Eastern Equatoria said they were scattered during the war and they ran to Juba and not knowing where their parents are, but wishing to go back home. One of the kid said, he lost a sheep when grazing, as result his father almost killed him because he allowed a sheep to get lost. He adamantly said “I will not go back home due to the fear of severe punishment.” Most of the children admitted that they do not have any feeling of going back to their relatives and even said that they are happy with the life they live on the street.

Based on this finding, the main reason for these children to be on the street is poverty; some children have either lost both or one of their parents. However, it seems that parents are neglecting their kids, may be due to lack of financial ability to provide basic necessities to their children.

The conditions in which these children live are very dangerous, because they will potentially be victims to crimes like sexual harassment, and drug abuse .however, some of these children have vision.

The finding of the preliminary data collection indicated, the number of street children in Southern Sudan may be rising, especial in the biggest towns (Juba, Malakal Wau, Torit, Bentiue, Bor, Rumbek etc). Therefore, something needs to done because these children are like everybody else, they have needs; equal rights and should not be left to struggle like this. As such, these children are growing in number and definitely they have to look for ways to survive by all means necessary which may be dangerous to the community. 

One of the primary tasks for the Ministry Gender Social Welfare and Religious Affairs (GoSS) and States Ministries of Social Development is to protect the best interest of the children. Despite all this, there is evidence that large numbers of children, primarily boys are living and working in the markets and streets of the larger cities.  These street children and those children left orphaned by the war or by the death of their parents being natural causes and other children are unable to live with their birth families due to negligence, abuse and exploitation. 

The best care arrangements for children without a primary caregiver are for alternative family environment to be encouraged so that a child lives in protected home. This will promote the care, nurture and the development of overall welfare of the child.  The responsible concerned institution should come up with some forms of alternative community based family care. This will help in how the decision-making process can be set up to assist in making a decision in the best interest of the child. 

Currently within Southern Sudan very few services or forms of alternative family care exist and children are living without protection or the essential care and nurture for their potential development.

This preliminary data collection on street children has been devised with a view that an alternative care could be developed. This also shows there are need for the Ministry of Gender, Social Welfare and Religious Affairs (GoSS) and the State Ministries of Social Development to plan coordinate and develop appropriate mechanism which will provide good services to the vulnerable children of Southern Sudan. 
As the directorate responsible of collecting statistics and data for the Ministry, the problem of street children has become a serious concern of the Ministry. Therefore, the small sample sized survey which is taken in Juba town will be used as baseline to do more intensive survey. It is also our hope that the finding will be used as gate way by all those organizations, government institutions above all Based Organizations to open up their eyes and do something  to rescue the children.
 Although several studies have been done on street children, there are no concrete statistical data on street children at the Ministry’s disposal. This may make it difficult for concerned institutions to find solutions. It is our hope that those NGOs who may be partner to children would come forward to support in terms of finding a solution of what can be done about these vulnerable children.
FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES 

Every individual child and young persons should be given the opportunity to develop into a self-reliant, responsible participating member of society. This can be done through allowing children to live in a supportive, protective and caring environment that promotes child full potential.  Children with inadequate or no parental care are at special risk of being denied of such a nurturing environment. They should be treated with dignity and respect at all times. They should benefit from effective protection from abuse, neglect, and all forms of exploitation. 

The Ministry of Gender Social Welfare and Religious Affairs its (Directorate of Child Welfare) and the State Ministries of Social Development its (Directorates of Child Welfare) should collectively pay particular attention to groups of children who are in need of special support. These include children with disabilities, children associated with drug abuse, children living on the street, orphans, unaccompanied and separated children, and children infected with or affected by HIV/AIDS. 

The Directorate’s concerns should pay special attention to ensuring that children from a minority background, as well as their families, are provided with culturally-based support and care services. There is a need for well trained social workers to assess cases and effectively work with the parent (s).  It is essential to straight in the fact that family is the fundamental group of society and a good natural environment for the growth, well-being and protection of children. Efforts should be directed to enable the child to remain in or return to the care of parents. Moreover, when appropriate, the child should be returned to other close family members. Ensuring that families have access to the necessary forms of support in their care-giving role is the responsibility of the States Ministries of Social Development with support from the Ministry of Gender Social Welfare and Religious Affairs (GOSS). 
If these children’s own families are unable or unwilling to support and not provide adequate care for the children then, the States Ministries of Social Development through Directorates of Child Welfare is responsible for ensuring appropriate alternative care. Through competent authorities and community organizations, the welfare of children could be protected. It is the role of the Ministry of Gender, Social Welfare and Religious Affairs (GOSS) its (Directorate of Child Welfare) to ensure the supervision of the safety, well-being and development of any child be it on street or home. The alternative care and the regular review of the appropriateness of the alternative care placement should be provided.

All decisions related to alternative care for children or sibling group, regarding the family preservation and reintegration initiatives, the forms and contexts of alternative care, and support are planned. However, the plan should be grounded in the best interests and rights of these children concerned. 

Any decisions regarding alternative care for street children should have due regard for the importance of ensuring children are in a stable home and have consistent caregiver. Attention should be paid to promoting and safeguarding all other rights of special pertinence to the situation of children who ran away from or may not have care givers. This should include but not limited to access to education, health and other basic services.

The concerned Ministries should recognize that the street children situation needs to be looked into. The MGSW&RA (GoSS) its (Directorate of Child Welfare) and States Ministries of Social Development (MSD) its (Directorates of Child Welfare) should devise appropriate means, to ensure that children welfare is protected. Alternatives should be actively developed underlying belief that family based care is in the best interest of all children.  The State Ministries of Social Development with MGSW&RA (GOSS) should make all possible efforts to allocate sufficient human and financial resources to ensure the optimal and progressive care of street children. 

Recommendations:
It is paramount for the Ministry of Gender, Social Welfare and Religious Affairs (GOSS), and States Ministries of Social Development to urgently come up with a sustainable solution to this problem before it becomes a phenomenon. The International None Governmental Organizations (INGOs), National Charitable Organizations (NCOS), Faith Based Organizations FBOS that are working for such vulnerable groups and mainstreaming Ministry’s policy has to work hard to help such helpless children. 

There is rapid need to establish drop-in centers to support accommodation for young people who are unable to live in a close family environment.  However, the assistance should be provided to each young person on a personal basis according to individual needs. Every child has the right to live with and be cared for by his or her parents, but by not providing the services the following will be the result of in action.
a) These children may be subjected to child trafficking.
b) These children may be face with sexual exploitation.
c) The children will develop anti -social personality behavior.
d) May involve in criminal activities to survive.
e) Will used illegal drugs which majority of them are already using.
f) Will lose the interest of education.
g) Full scale of social survey on street children is necessary and should be done by the Directorates of Planning, Research and Documentation, Child Welfare and Child Welfare MGSW&RA GOSS and in collaboration with Directorates of Child Welfare from the ten (10) states.

However, something ought to be done by the Ministries concerns and the NGOS who are providing social services and this may not be exclusive to the following:
1. A family strengthening approach that may include parenting courses, the promotion of positive parent-child relationships, conflict resolution skills, and opportunities for income generating activities.

2. Support services, including financial assistance, care facilities for parents and children together when necessary, should be designed to enable particularly disadvantaged and vulnerable families to fulfill their responsibilities to their children.
3.  Support the care of or rehabilitation of children and their parents or families. 

4. Counseling and therapeutic approaches to assist individuals recovering from trauma, the war, mental health illness and familial relationship difficulties. 

5. Empowering youth to positively face the challenges of everyday life and preparing future parents to make positive decisions with respect to their reproductive health and to fulfill their responsibilities in this respect. 
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