PRESIDENT KIIR’S 100 DAYS ACHIEVEMENT
MINISTRY OF HIGHER EDUCATION, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH SUDAN
The Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology, Republic of South Sudan has registered significant achievement within the President’s 100 days’ pledge to the people of South Sudan. 

a. Education among the top priorities

The President’s recognition of education as one of the priorities of his government is indeed an achievement. The President recognizes that there can be no social or economic development without education sets the right tone for the transition from war to development. When the guns are silent, development starts. The public pronouncement by the President on higher education as one of the top priorities of the Republic of South Sudan means that higher education institutions are critical and must take the lead
b. New salary structure for South Sudan Universities 
The government of the Republic of South Sudan in recognition of the great role of the academic and support in promoting higher education in the Country approved a new salary structure for South Sudan Universities on 12 August 2011. The overall goal of the new salary structures is to improve the living conditions of the staff, attract/retain qualified lecturers, enhance standards and maintain peace at campus. Second, the government has embarked to building the cadres of its staff by offering over 100 scholarships for staff development. The emphasis on train the lectures to maintain quality is being put into practice. Third, the government is also negotiating with the Association of African Universities to support Republic of South Sudan to fill gaps in staffing in selected fields created by the new dispensation

c. Higher Education Draft Bill
Draft Higher Education Bill has been endorsed by the Council of Ministers and presented to the National Legislative Assembly to be passed into Higher Education Act. The Act is expected to provide not only the legal framework but also a document that outlines the philosophy of higher education in South Sudan, outline funding mode, administrative set up, regulating policies for both public and private universities/ colleges, set university calendar, delineate coordination and external relations, training of cadres among others
d. Renovations of Infrastructures
The government is currently conducting renovation and rehabilitation and completing repatriation of the three South Sudan universities which were operating in the Sudan. Although infrastructure still remain a critical need in all these universities to be addressed a revolutionized new and modern campuses through loans, sizeable work has been done in terms of rehabilitation and renovation. RSS has placed 19 m for this operation. Rehabilitation work in Upper Nile University targeting 4 complex is accomplished to the extent of 75%; Bahr el Ghazal University main campus 80% while in Nafisa Complex, lecture halls at Agok Medical School only 20% of renovation work is yet been accomplished; University of Juba has accomplished only 10% of renovation work of the target three complex halls. The Ministry intend to accelerate the renovation work to enable universities commence and continue their studies normally
e. Dissolution of Student Welfare Fund [SWF]
The dissolution of the National Student Welfare Fund [SWF], and subsequent transfer of its roles to the deanship of students vide Ministerial Order No.1/2011 is yet another achievement. This provision was meant to empower South Sudan Universities to regain full and direct control over their destiny. It is worth noting that the National SWF was created ostensibly to spying on both students and academia. While this function may be new, the universities are encourage to absorbed and reorient this student body to meet student welfare needs.

f. MOU with Sudan
 The government has discussed the future of South Sudan students continuing in Sudanese universities. Plans are underway to sign the Memorandum of Understanding with Sudan on the fate of over 3,960 South Sudanese students currently studying in universities in the Republic of the Sudan. Arrangement are made to accommodate students who on their own volition opt to return home to South Sudanese universities of their choice

g. Regulating Private, Foreign and Philanthropic Universities/Colleges
All private, foreign and philanthropic higher education institutions are requested to register with the Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology after being ordered to shut down on September 8th, 2011. There is an overwhelming response. The government will regulate none governmental tertiary institutions to ensure that quality is maintain. It is worth noting that GoSS does not recognize all private universities currently operating in South Sudan. Plans are underway to accredit institutions that meet national standard.
h. Academic calendar
The opening of the universities has delayed due to the transition. The relocation, renovation and rehabilitation of higher education is slow and further complicated by the lack of funds, means of transportation and policy of the Government of Sudan. While Dr. John Garang University and Rumbek University are fully opened, Juba, Upper Nile and Bahr el Ghazal universities may open partially by the end of November 2011.

i. Expanding Access to Higher Education in South Sudan
The Ministry has completed printing over 6,000 admission guidebook, forms and distributed them to the five operating universities. South Sudan Universities are expected to admit over 5,713 students for the Academic Year 2011/2012. Student whose admission were frozen in 2009/2010 are equally allowed t to reapply. The Ministry will continue expand equity in access to higher education in South Sudan. 
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