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Welcoming Speech for the Rt. Reverend Abraham Yel Nhial, Bishop of the Diocese of Aweil, for a Special Dialogue on Southern Sudan 
By David Mabior Atem
First and foremost, I would like to welcome all of you to this Special Dialogue.  Also, I would like to take this opportunity to welcome our special guest Bishop Abraham Yel Nhial on my own behalf, and behalf of the Eyes on Sudan Dialogue as well as on behalf of the UW.  One important thing that I would like to share with all of you tonight on behalf of the University of Winnipeg is that UW has accepted responsibility of Inner City needs with greater balance between academic programs and community programs.

Bishop Abraham is newly elected for the Diocese of Aweil in Southern Sudan.  Bishop’s visit came as an invitation from the Diocese of Rupert Land of the Anglican Church, initiated by Rev. Rueben Garang and endorsed by the Rt. Rev. Philip Donald.  Today here is Bishop with us.  For this, I would like to say thank you to Bishop Donald and Rev. Reuben Garang.  During the war, churches played very important role in Southern Sudan; by giving people hope through prayers and relief activities in various areas of Southern Sudan.  This newly established Diocese will help people of Southern Sudan particularly Aweil’s people in two ways, guiding spiritual growth and the introduction of developmental initiatives to remove barriers that led to marginalization of South Sudanese in general for the last 55 years of struggle.
Because we have a special guest and probably others attending the dialogue for the first time, please allow me to briefly elaborate on the Eyes on Sudan Dialogue.

Briefly:

The Sudan Dialogue discussion was centered on post-referendum issues, such as the Abyei referendum, questions of citizenship, national debt, security arrangements, oil and water sharing, border demarcation, popular consultation; Nuba Mountain, Kordofan, Darfur and international treaties. These issues are sensitive and were felt to be issues of priority because they could easily bring the parties to war again. For that reason there is a need for the full engagement to keep the post-referendum issues on the radar.

I believe everybody here is excited whether Sudanese or non-Sudanese because Bishop has managed to join us despite his busy schedule.  Bishop would have joined us during Christmas of 2010 but he was caught up in the referendum election in Sudan.  Today is our reunion day with our brother and Bishop now since we separated with him for the last 10 years ago, when he left Kakuma refugee camp to the United States of America with the rest of accompanied minors, a group known today as the Lost boys and Girls of Sudan.  It is great news for me and for us as Southern Sudanese because he is the first Lost Boy to be elected as a Bishop in Sudan.

He is called to serve his people in the Diocese of Aweil in this critical time in the history of Sudan, and Southern Sudan in particular. This is a call accompanied with so many challenges because majority of people in Southern Sudan have high expectations from institution like this Diocese.  This is mainly due to lack of well-established institutions in Southern Sudan such as hospitals, education from kindergarten to universities, infrastructures, food security as well as insecurity and other challenges.  
As an Independent of Southern Sudan is awaited, the above challenges requires,
·  good governance and rule of law

· Constructive management of diversity on the basis of full equality for all ethnic groups

· Promotion of inclusive constitutional democracy

· Respect for all human rights and fundamental freedoms
· Fair distribution of resources

· Accountable public services

· Creation of employment opportunities

· Accountable financial management

· Consolidation of peace through equitable socio-economic development  

For the last five years of interim period, nation-building and peace-building in the Southern Sudan remain unaccomplished partly because of constant interference from the northerners.  Because of that interference, has undermined CPA partly, because of the following questions: 

· How can you define that peace without completing a border demarcation

· How can you define that peace without equitable distribution of natural resources

· How can you define that peace without hospitals

· How can you define that peace without running water

· How can you define that peace without infrastructure to connect to urban and rural areas

· How can you define that peace without electricity

· How can you define that peace without schools

· How can you define that peace without food security
· How can you defined that peace without security

Once again, I would like to take this opportunity to thank institutions and individuals who have made this event more than a success. Special thanks to Global College, Menno Simons College, St. Mathews Anglican Church, Canadian Mennonite University Institute for Community Peace building, Mennonite Central Committee and the UW Faculty of Theology.  Last but not least, Eyes on Sudan Working for peace is not an organization, it is an advocate group, which advocate for peace to promote peace.
By David Mabior Atem – Canada, Co-Founder for the Eye on Sudan: Working for Peace

