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The Republic of South Sudan Mission to Canada
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
July 15, 2011
Foreign diplomats Joins RSS Mission to Canada for Independence celebrations dinner
Hon. Members of Parliament,
Your Excellencies,
Distinguished Guests, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,
On behalf of the President H.E Gen. Salva Kiir Mayardit, the Government and the People of the Republic of South Sudan, and on behalf of the Head of Mission Mr. Joseph Malok, I thank you for joining us on this historic event. I say historic because we are here to celebrate the birth of a new nation - The Republic of South Sudan. 
I thank you, and your governments, for the quick recognition and welcoming of the Republic of South Sudan into the League of Nations, through the United Nation’s Security Council and the General Assembly, on Wednesday and Thursday respectively. South Sudan was awarded its certificate yesterday by the UN general Assembly, and we promised to be a good member of the international community of Nations.
Prior to July 9th, 2011, Sudan was the largest country in Africa. However, on July 9th Sudan was divided into two countries: one called the Republic of South Sudan and the other one called the Republic of Sudan. Though we prefer to refer to the other Sudan as North Sudan

Allow me to say few words on our history
On August 18, 1955, just four months before independence from Britain, the people of South Sudan took up arms against the North demanding justice, freedom and equality for all Sudanese. That first war lasted for 17 years and was finally brought to an end in 1972 by former President Jafar Mohammed Nimeri through the Addis Ababa agreement. The Addis Ababa agreement acknowledged that South Sudan was different from the North: culturally, socially, religiously and politically. The agreement brought relative peace for about 10 years - from March 1972 until May 1983. 
Unfortunately in 1983, President Nimeri abrogated the agreement stating that it was neither the Bible nor the Qur’an. His words ushered in the second civil war which started in May 1983 and was led by our late hero, Dr. John Garang De Mabior, chair and commander-in-chief of the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement and the Sudan People’s Liberation Army SPLM/SPLA. 

Dr. Garang and the people of South Sudan fought for freedom, justice and equality for 21 years calling for a united Sudan. He served as the first Vice President of the Republic of Sudan and as the President of the Government of Southern Sudan for only 21 days. Sadly he died in a helicopter crash on July 30th, 2005, while returning home from a visit to Uganda. 
The two civil wars, which together lasted 39 years, were fought primarily in the southern part of the country. However, the second war did extend beyond the borders of Southern Sudan into the Nuba Mountains and Southern Blue Nile Sates. It was finally brought to an end in 2005 through the Comprehensive Peace Agreement, known as the CPA or the Naivasha Peace Agreement, signed on January 9th, 2005 in Nairobi, Kenya. This was made possible due to the hard work and determination of the Intergovernmental Authority for Development, IGAD countries of Kenya, Ethiopia, and Uganda, Eritrea and Djibouti and the support of the international community led by the friends of IGAD: Norway, USA, Britain, Canada, Italy and the Netherlands for the two parties to negotiate in good faith. We thank you, your governments and people for your support
The CPA culminated in the internationally supervised referendum on January 9, 2011 where the people of South Sudan voted overwhelming for independence from the North, 98.9% of the voters casted a ballot in favour of independence. We thank the government of Canada for supporting the referendum process and allowing two centers in Toronto and Calgary for South Sudanese in this great nation to participate in the referendum. Thank you!
The CPA had its challenges but the partners to the agreement persevered and that is why we are celebrating today. The President of South Sudan has made it clear that there is no going back to war no matter how many provocations. If there are any disputes between the north and the south, it should be handled through political negotiations. This is why my colleagues from the North are here with us today to celebrate the birth of the twins who will grow up as siblings even though their mother experienced pain during their birth.  
The CPA provided for a referendum for the people of Abyei to decide their political future - whether they want to join South Sudan or remain in North Sudan: It also provided for a popular consultation for the states of Southern Kordofan and Blue Nile for their leaders to assess whether their demands have been met during the six years interim period. Unfortunately, these actions did not take place in time due to lack of political will from our northern brothers led by the National Congress Party NCP. 
The President, the government and the people of South Sudan will continue to work hard to bring peaceful solutions to these remaining items of the CPA and the war in Darfur. Other outstanding issues include border demarcation, use of the Nile waters, citizenship, share of the national debt, movement of goods and people along our long north-south border.
The government and people of South Sudan are determined to forge ahead with the construction of our country. I do not say reconstruction because there has never been any construction or development in South Sudan. Those who have visited South Sudan can correct me.
South Sudan is one of the poorest places on Earth despite its vast natural and human resources. The government of South Sudan has appealed to all peace loving nations to help the people of the Republic of South Sudan develop their natural and human resources, and to build a j just democratic and prosperous country. 

So, what is the way forward?
I would like to take this opportunity to extend this invitation through you to your esteemed governments, private sectors, and individual investors to come to and invest in South Sudan. 
The sectors that needed investment the most are:
· Agriculture and Forestry
· Oil and Gas, the mining sector, we have potential for gold, nickel, uranium and rear metals
· Health Care
· Infrastructure such as housing, roads and bridges
· And, of course, Education  
If your governments invest in the people of South Sudan, the transition to nation building will be smooth, and good governance and democracy will take root in our part of the world.
If you invest in the private sector, you will reap the return of your investment and, at the same time, provide much needed employment opportunities to people of South Sudan. 
If you invest in our vast reserve of oil and gas resources, you will help accelerate development. 
If you help South Sudan develop its agricultural sector, you will prevent the deaths of children from hunger and increase the life expectancy of all South Sudanese.  
If you aid the healthcare sector, you will prevent the deaths of millions of people from preventable diseases and bring health to South Sudan’s human capital. 
The Republic of South Sudan is open for business and all of you are welcome! Just pick the sector of your interest. We will embrace public-private-partnerships in building our country.
We thank our friends who stood with us throughout our long struggle for freedom. 
Special thanks go to Scott Proudfoot, the Director of Sudan Task Force in the DFAIT Canada for his invaluable support and advice.
Once again, thank you very much! 
God Bless the Republic of South Sudan.
Mr. Morris Batali
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