Twi Community in Canada forms organizational leadership
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With the independence of South Sudan, many citizens of the new nation are thinking of better and credible ways to contribute towards national building. Being one of the communities among many in South Sudan that contributed and suffered severely from the liberation struggle, Twi community believed starting development from the grassroots is paramount to any suggestive developmental process. Facing many challenges both at home and in diaspora, the community put in great efforts to make sure a functional leadership is formed to spearhead the path leading to development idealism.
On September 3, 2011, Twi community in Canada therefore met and formed an organizational leadership to address its fears and implement its ideals. The conference, which took place in Calgary, Alberta, was called to order at 11:30 AM Alberta local time by the organizing committee amidst both uncertainty and excitement.  The host city (Calgary) effectively provided transportation to the conference attendees to facilitate their arrival at the conference venue on time.  
As it has become customary for South Sudanese all over the world, the organizing committee started the conference by inviting one the Twi clergymen to bless the meeting. The opening prayer was offered by Rev. Reuben Mayen Garang followed by the welcoming remarks from Tabitha Akech Ayuel on behalf of the host city.  
Tabitha Akech is the wife of Ador Arok Akol. Ador Arok Akol was one of the members of Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A) who mobilized young men and women of Twi community, who later became part of Koryom battalion. Among the mobilizers were Chagai Atem-agoltung Biar, Kuol Mayen Mading and late Arok Thon Arok.  These individuals were tasked with the mission of mobilizing Twi community youths to join the SPLM/A earlier in 1984.  In her welcoming remarks, Madam Akechdit encouraged Twi community members especially youths to work harder in order to promote unity, peace and development. Mama Tabitha welcomes everybody to Calgary saying ‘it is my first time to attend a meeting organized exclusively by Twi community.” 
“I have to listen to the words of the young before I say anything to you,” she excitedly added.
With enormous, complex challenges at home and in diaspora, the Twi Community Organizational leadership in Canada has been mandated by the community to mobilize human and material resources in order to efficaciously unite all the Twi community clans and sub-clans for efficient development and provision of indispensible services for the health, security and prosperity of the county. The objectives of Twi Community Organization also include assisting in reintegration and resettlement of returnees who were uprooted during the civil war from various payams within Twi County. 
The conference was attended by over one hundred Twi community members from different provinces across Canada.  This shows the level of interest in terms of how valuable unity and development of Twi County is to them. “We lead others, but not ourselves,” said Michael Nuul Mayen, one of the organizing committee members, expressing his frustrating about the nature of Twi community dynamics. 
“We contributed money towards the disasters that happened in Wernyol and Baping when we didn’t have any functional leadership. Imagine what we can achieve with an organized community and leadership,” said Abraham Juach Khor, the chair of the organizing committee.

The host city of Calgary in Alberta was overwhelmed with accommodation of participants who came from other provinces and cities in Canada. However, all members of Twi community in Calgary were full of excitement because Twi community organizational leadership was elected in their city and the vision of the community outlined. Tor Bul Thon excitedly said that home is home and wherever you go, you’ll always come back home. Tor was alluding to the fact that wherever we all go, we’ll always remain citizens of Twi. It is therefore the high time we developed it.
Word of Encouragement from elders
A number of Twi community elders attended the conference to the delight of many young men who attended the conference. Among them were Mr. Garang Thiep Juach, Mr. Atem Bul Gak, Mr. Daniel Kon Yoor, Mrs. Tabitha Akech Ayuel, Mr. Bol Aruai and Ayii Kuol Anyieth.   The first opportunity was given to Mr. Atem Bul Gak who started his speech by narrating a brief but informative history of Twi community by examining historical accounts through individual contributions.  Mr. Gak expressed his appreciation for the conference organizers and added that “I am honored to be standing in front of you in the name of Twi community.” 

The second opportunity was given to Mr. Garang Thieu Juach who pointed out that an organization like Twi community will be a contributing factor to what will make the backbone of South Sudan’s development.  Mr. Jauch reminded all the conference attendees that this organization and leadership isn’t being formed against anyone, but to consolidate our unity and developmental initiatives for the benefit of all. 

 Both elders encouraged the youth to take up responsibility and work toward development. These prominent members of the community stressed that Twi Community organization will be a key element for development especially at grass root level.  
Such an organization, as one of the grass root initiatives, will be instrumental in the process of nation-building and peace-building through realization of sound democratic values vested in transparency and accountability.  All citizens of South Sudan both at home and in diaspora, have what it takes to develop their local community by mobilizing human and material resources, and channel them to their home counties.  This can be achieved through consolidation of knowledge and resources, which will in turn lead to sustainable development in counties as well as South Sudan at large. 
However, Garang & Atem challenged Twi community’s members that culture of tolerance, respect for human life, personal dignity, communal integrity, governance transparency and pride are gradually eroding away.  Currently, we have two (Dachuek and Ayual) out of 16 sub-communities fighting one another.  This unfortunate phenomenon could have been solved by other 14 clans but as we speak, they argued, politics of no vision has affected our community.   

Twi community members in Canada were proud because the conference was attended by both Dachuek and Ayual citizens. They worked hand in hand with all members of Twi community to make sure a united Twi community exists in Canada and that the mature and civil manner of doing things should prevail. Seeing members of Dachuek and Ayual talking, laughing and working hand-in-hand in the conference made the elders proud.
“I’m always reminded to take care of the young,” decried Bol Aruai, by far the oldest person in the room. “I never thought you (the young) could amount to anything,” he added. Uncle Bol Aruai expressed his delight that the young men he thought couldn’t amount to anything were starting to show their true colors: responsibility. Uncle Bol expressed his delight and appreciation because he was standing in front of Twi community; speaking to the young people he thought he could never speak to in the manner he was doing.
Election Process
The spirit of the meeting of encouraging. After the apt speeches from a number of the community elders, the organizing committee was dissolved to free up potential members to contest for leadership positions.  Within that time frame, electoral committee was formed to supervise election process and draft election regulation. Garang Thieu Juach, Kuir Aguer Bior, Akol Garang and Michael Nuul Mayen were elected as the electoral committee members. The participants were enthusiastic about the formation of community leadership as they perceived it to be a milestone in uniting a divided community. The election process was open, transparent and credible.  The Electoral committee gave two hours of campaign for the candidates to present their platforms.  For presidency, Mark Aruei Bol and Juach Khor Juach vied for the post and Mark emerged as the president of Twi Community in Canada.  The rest of elected executives are as follows:
1. Mark Aruei Bol Aruei President

2. Chol Kelei Chengkou Guar vice president 

3. Kiir- Agou Garang secretary

4. Dau Achouth Young Treasurer

5. Apajok Chol Akuak deputy 

6. Mabior Thuch Weiu cultural and social affairs
7.  Akech Ayuel women and social affairs 

8. Majok Arok Kunjok information officer 

9. Ajok Garang Wal  information deputy   

No community can prosper without the wisdom of elders. The community therefore saw it fit to form an advisory community made up of elders. Twi community in Canada therefore formed an Advisory Committee (AC).  Their names are as follows:
1. Atem Bul Gak 

2. Garang Thieu Juach 

3. Ayii Kuol Anyieth 

4. Tabitha Akech Ayuel

 Upon completion of elections, the conference participants conducted and impromptu fundraising as a response to Twi county commissioner’s call for financial support because the county is badly flooded.  According to the Commissioner, the community members back home have opted to building of dykes as a preventive measure to mitigate annual flooding in the county, which often kills livestock, destroys crops and houses.  The Commissioner has appealed to Twi community members all over the world to respond positively to prevent another disaster of the kind in years to come.  Because the formation of the leadership of Twi community in Canada is in line with what the commissioner’s appeal was about, the community thought it wise to respond promptly.
 The day’s session ended smoothly and the members went back delightfully to prepare for the celebratory party. In the evening, other Dinka dialectal groups joined the Twi community members to celebrate the formation of Twi Community organizational leadership in Canada.  There was good turnout from the following communities: Rek, Agaar, Twic Mayardit, Bor, Padang and Duk (Hol and Nyarwang). Mr Garang Thieu Juach, speaking in the second session, welcomed guests from other communities.  Representatives from Padang, Rek and Duk Dinka applauded Twi Community new leadership and pledged their support. 
During the party speeches, one of our young scholars, Kuir ë Garang, was given a chance to read a poem from his poetry book, Carcass Valley. The book poetically depicts the suffering of people of South Sudan coupled with the destruction of property and natural resources during the five decades of civil wars.        

The last part of long day was glorified with colorful traditional dance where even the most elderly person in his seventies, Uncle Bol Aruei participated in dancing. Uncle Bol Aruei had reason to celebrate having seen the success of the conference. The hall erupted into excitement when Ruweng from Padang Dinka took to the floor to perform their traditional dance. The audience was excitedly dancing in the chairs.
Concluding Remarks
The special appreciation goes to organizing committee chaired by Abraham Juach Khor whose exceptional leadership brought Twi community in Canada together.  On the same token, conference participants across Canada appreciated the host city of Calgary especially women who worked tirelessly and selflessly to serve the guests and prepare feast for the celebration. Special thanks go to Madam Asunta Achor, the wife of Deng Atem-Tiordit. Asunta who worked tirelessly to make sure every was guest served in the conference. It is with pride that every guest was well fed and entertained.
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