Gen Salva Kiir Mayardit, President of the Republic of South Sudan Press Statement on the Occasion of his Two Days Official Visit to the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and the African Union (AU)
 
Addis Ababa, August 15th – 16th, 2011
 
Following the two days Official Visit to the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and the AU, the purposes of my trip were twofold:
 
1.   To participate in the solemn ceremony of the official admission of the newly independent Republic of South Sudan into the African Union (AU), where the flag of our nation was raised high amongst those of our continental family.  The Republic of South Sudan has now assumed its rightful place at the AU and will endeavor to live to the expectations of the Union.  Many African countries stood with us during the hardest days of the long struggle for freedom and we will strive to build this new nation to the satisfaction of all those who contributed to our total liberation.
 
2.   To the great people of Ethiopia and their successive Governments, allow me, on behalf of the people and Government of the Republic of South Sudan as well as on behalf of the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/SPLA) and on my own behalf, to thank you heartily for the consistent efforts of support accorded us since the beginning of our long struggle.  I would also like to personally pay tribute to my friend and brother Prime Minister Meles Zenawi, for his gracious attendance on the Occasion of the Declaration of Independence of the Republic of South Sudan on July 9th, 2011 and for the quick expected recognition.  Indeed there are no sufficient terms to express our gratitude to you and your great country for the indefatigable efforts of support in the realization of peace, freedom, justice and human dignity for the people of the Republic of South Sudan.  For those who may not have had the slightest opportunity to peruse through our painful history, Ethiopia began assisting the people of South Sudan since the days of Emperor Haile Selassie who brokered the first Peace Agreement in 1972 that ended the Anyanya One civil war, in which I was personally involved as a young man.  In 1983 the SPLM/A could not have been conceived without the invaluable backing from Mengistu Haile Mariam.  Similarly, when in 1991 the Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF) ascended to the helms of power, they immediately resumed their support to the SPLM/A despite a brief period of uncertainties because of our relations with previous regimes.  However, as soon as the EPRDF settled, we were able to cement our relations again because our destiny has been tied to that of the great people of Ethiopia, whose firm support and solidarity has enabled us to become what we are today.
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, I would like to take this opportunity to admit that we were overwhelmed by the number of guests we received and we have apologized for any inconveniences that all our honored visitors may have experienced on that momentous occasion for our people.  The people of South Sudan shall remain deeply grateful to all those who supported them without hesitation.  Notable among these are the Horn of Africa countries of IGAD and their friends, the East African Community, Southern Africa countries, West African countries, North African countries, indeed the whole continent and the friends worldwide.  There are no suitable words adequate to thank you!
 
Finally, let me also seize this moment of my visit to Ethiopia and the African Union to convey our re-assurances that we do not take the Declaration of Independence as an end in itself; instead we receive it as the beginning of a new struggle.  We will make no mistake to take anything for granted.  We will continue to do everything possible to realize a smooth and successful transition in this part of Africa.  We will work to consolidate the gains and sacrifices of our martyrs as well foster and maintain good relations with all our friends.  To the AU and all our donor friends, my humble appeal is for you to assist us to mobilize regional and international assistance for the development of this new nation.  
 
And as a follow-up to my independence speech in Juba, I appeal to both leaders of Ethiopia and Eritrea to find a peaceful and lasting solution to the existing differences.  As soon as we have set our priorities in order and rolling, I will shuttle between Addis Ababa and Asmara until the two sisterly countries are brought back to normal relations.  I personally take this as a moral duty because it is disturbing to us seeing both countries bleeding again while both of them also paid the ultimate sacrifice in order for the people of South Sudan to be free today.
