Republic of South Sudan on the Spotlight in Canada

(Ottawa- Canada) - On July 9, 2011 the South Sudanese Community in Ottawa, Canada celebrated the independence of the Republic of south Sudan in style. Over 300 members of the community joined by their Canadian friends congregated at Vincent Messy Park singing and dancing to South Sudanese revolutionary songs. They sang the national anthem with pride
The event was addressed by SPLA veterans, community leaders and the Deputy Head of Mission of the Republic of South Sudan Mission to Canada Mr. Morris Batali who congratulated the President H.E Gen. Salva Kiir Mayardit for guiding the people of South Sudan to this day. He also congratulated the people of South Sudan and the international community for standing firm till the final leg of the CPA.

While on July 15, 2011 the Republic of south Sudan Mission to Canada led by the Protocol and Public Relations Officer Mr. Majur M. Mager, Culture and Community Relations Officers, Mr. Keak Ngundeng and the Information and Documentation Officer Mrs. Martha William-Nyuon organized a dinner party to celebrate the independence of the Republic of South Sudan with foreign dignitaries accredited to Canada and Canadian government officials. This event was attended by over 39 Embassy representatives ranging from Ambassadors, High Commissioners, Chargé d'Affaires to Minister Counsellors at the Centurion Conference and events center
The event was attended by the Ambassadors, Chargé d'Affaires, and Minister Counsellors of Israel, France, Belgium, Portugal Turkey, Egypt, Spain, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Tanzanian and Uganda to mention just a few. They were treated to an authentic South Sudanese Acholi traditional dance.
The Kenyan Deputy High Commissioner spoke on behalf of the IGAD countries on the importance of achieving independence and the task ahead of nation building, she said Kenya as a neighbour and one of the pioneers of the CPA with the other IGAD countries will stand shoulder to shoulder with the people of south Sudan in their quest for nation building.

The representative of the Canadian Foreign Minister Hon. Royal Galipeau, brought congratulatory messages from John Baird and the Prime Minister of Canada and the people of Canada to H.E Gen. Salva Kiir Mayardit and the people of the Republic of South Sudan on this accession. He emphasized the role the Canadian government played during the negotiations that led to the signing of the CPA in Nairobi, Kenya. He promised that Canada will remain committed to building a strong and lasting bilateral relation between the two countries
Hon. Royal Galipeau’s message was echoed by Senator Mobina Jaffer Canada’s special envoy to the peace process in 2005.  Senator Mobina paid tribute to late Dr. John Garang De Mabior for his selfish scarifies to fight for freedom for the people of South Sudan and congratulated H.E Gen. Salva Kiir Mayardit for leading the people of South Sudan to the promised land, the Independence. She cautioned the people of South Sudan of the daunting task ahead of Nation building and assured us that Canada will work with south Sudan to provide security to its people.
The Sudanese Chargé d'Affaires Ambassador Musa Abdelrahim Mohamed praised and congratulated the people of south Sudan for achieving their hard fought freedom. He spoke of the need for both Nations to build cordial relations based on mutual understanding and respect of each other’s territorial integrity. 
The Deputy Head of Mission of the Republic of South Sudan Mission to Canada Mr. Morris Batali thanked all the Ambassadors, Chargé d'Affaires, Minister Counsellors and the representative of the Canadian government and members of the South Sudanese community for coming to celebrate the birth of the United Nation’s 193rd member and 54th member of the African Union. He thanked the Canadian government for accepting the Liaison Office to operate in Canada since 2008, and there is no doubt that the same working relationship will be accorded to the new Embassy staff that will soon be coming to transform the Liaison Office into an Embassy for the Republic of South Sudan soon. 
The Deputy Head of Mission declared that the Republic of South Sudan is finally a free and Independent country and open for business. He encouraged investors to pick a sector of their interest and they will not be disappointed, because the return from their investments will be guaranteed.

As we go to press Canada’s Minister of International Co-operation Honourable Beverley J. Oda will be visiting the newly independent South Sudan to meet with government officials and others to assess how Canada can best support the development needs of the “Republic of South Sudan”.

Hon. Oda said, “this is an opportunity for Canada to build a productive and positive relationship with South Sudan as a newly independent Nation". "The Government of Canada congratulates South Sudan on its newly acquired independence and recognizes the many challenges it will face as it develops and grows. I want to ensure that Canada's contribution to its future will be effective and help realize the outcomes its people have struggled for over the past decades said the minister before departing to Kenya and then South Sudan next Monday July 25, 2011. The Minister also said, “it is important to establish a dialogue with the newly formed government and local representatives to establish how best Canada can contribute to their aspirations."

The celebrations in Ottawa will continue on Sunday July 24th, 2011 when the South Sudanese Women’s Association in Ottawa throws yet another party to celebrate the hard fought freedom.
The Republic of South Sudan Mission to Canada extends its appreciations to those who helped in the organizing committee for making these celebrations a successful one! Thank You.

(Staff writer) 

