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Republic of South Sudan Mission to Canada
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
July 9, 2011
 “Yes we did it” 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Let me take this opportunity to congratulate all of you – all Canadians, all people around the globe, the South Sudanese in Ottawa, but in particular the President Gen. Salva Kiir Mayardit, for guiding the people of South Sudan to this day.
We have waited for this day for a very long time. Some of us thought that we might never see it, but with the grace of the almighty, we are here today. We are finally free. 
The flag of the Republic of South Sudan is flying high in South Sudan as we speak. Soon, it will be flying high here in Canada when our office is transformed into an embassy. It will also fly high at the UN, within the African Union, and in many other countries around the world 
July 9th, 2011 marks the end of the 6 year interim period of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement and ushers in the dawn of justice, liberty and prosperity. These values and hopes are reflected in the words of our national anthem. 
As we celebrate our independence today, let us not forget our martyrs. They gave their lives so that our children and grand children may enjoy freedom and dignity in our beautiful country. 
The price that South Sudan has paid for the independence was a very high one. More than 2 million of our people died and 4 million were internally displaced. It is true when they say freedom is not free.
Although we have finally achieved our dream of an independent state, war is not yet over. We now have to fight poverty, illiteracy, tribalism, nepotism, regionalism, and a host of other issues faced by new countries, especially poor and war-ravaged ones. To achieve equality, peace, and prosperity the people of the Republic of South Sudan must unite and stand as one.  
We need the unity that we shared during the referendum in January. Here in Canada, we braved cold winter weather to cast our votes and some people drove across the country to be part of the historic event. We must share the same determination and commitment we showed in January, and see ourselves as South Sudanese first and foremost, rather than as members of a region or a tribe. We are all South Sudanese and citizens of the brand new country of South Sudan! 
The President of the Republic of South Sudan addressed his new nation early this morning. He stated clearly that he is determined to work for peaceful resolution of the outstanding issues of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement. One of the primary issues is a referendum for people of Abyei. This referendum needs to be conducted so that the people of Abyei can choose their rightful place within the two countries of Sudan. We welcome the deployment of the Ethiopian Peace Keeping forces in Abyei to defend civilian’s lives, so that the people of Abyei can return and rebuild their shattered lives.
The conflicts in Southern Kordofan and Blue Nile States should not be settled through war. There must be politically negotiated settlements. We agree that these two areas belong to North Sudan and the people in these states are therefore citizens of North Sudan. 
Other important outstanding issues which still need to be resolved are the distribution of oil revenues between the north and the South, the division of the national debt, citizenship matters, the Nile waters, and the north-south border. 
We appeal to our friends around the world to help maintain the fragile peace in South Sudan and to support the UN efforts to establish a peacekeeping mission in South Sudan to protect civilians. This peacekeeping mission should have the ability to fight to protect civilian lives, if necessary, under the UN's chapter VII (seven) on peace keeping.
To you in Diaspora, we need your transferrable skills in South Sudan to help accelerate the development of our country. The Republic of South Sudan needs doctors, nurses, lawyers, teachers, accountants, agriculturalists, engineers, administrators, and, if necessary, more politicians.  
Enjoy today's celebrations and let me take this opportunity to congratulate you all again and especially the chair, David Ibrahim, and his organizing committee, for a job well done on today's event. Let us continue our celebrations later in our houses tonight in peace. Let us put the past behind us, a past which was characterized by ignorance, unnecessary divisive politics, and false perceptions of our political reality. Instead, let us focus on the future and all that South Sudan can be when we all work together for the betterment of our country. 
Thank you 
God bless the Republic of South Sudan
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